The Oriental Congresses.
The other point was to announce the decision of the judges aa to the prize awarded by the Italian Government for the best Essay on " The Vicissitudes of Aryan culture in India"; six were admitted to compete, after the exclusion of ethers for some informality, and prizes of different values were given to four, amoug whom -we gladly find two natives of India, who are Hindus, and Dr. Gerson da Cunha, a member of the Congress.
The very incomplete and unsatisfactory Bolletino has not enabled us to do any sort of justice to the work of this Congress, and the neglect is quite inexcusable; there were Secretaries in every Congress, really efficient men, chosen for the purpose ; the aid of a short-hand writer would have enabled them to draw up a short, but sufficient, resum^e of what was said, and read, which should have been at once printed, while the interest in the Congress was warm. Instead of this, the most meagre statements were accepted from the Secretaries, merely noting the names of the persons who read papers, and intimating that there was discussion. A thick volume was made up of unsatisfactory padding, such as the long speeches of the President and Secretary, the catalogue of the contents of the museum, aud what was most objectionable, a list of the works of each member of the Congress, as far as the data at the disposal of the editor, enabled them to make one. This Bibliographical appendix seems like a bitter satire. It is not the greatest scholars, and the greatest authorities, that have published the greatest number of fugitive contributions to contemporary literature. Three pages are barely sufficient to contain the name of the works of that worthy and amiable man, Professor Lagus of Helsingfors in Finland, a province of Russia, who, until these Congresses, was unknown beyond Finland ; one-third of a page is sufficient to chronicle the works of Professor Legge, Roth, and "Vambery, whose works science would not willingly allow to die; less than three lines suffice for Sapeto, Schiaparelli and Gaspar Gorresio, the last of whom will not be forgotten while the study of the Sanskrit language lives.
We wish well to future International Oriental congresses. It is 1 well now and then to take stock of our progress and shortcomings, it is well that scholars, too apt to quarrel at a distance, should meet now and then, shake hands, and find what good fellows they are, though one in the opinion of the other has failed in a particular translation, or is mad for propounding a particular theory. We hope to live to attend the Congress in Germany, and write an account of it in this Review. No one, we think, can read the above lines without feeling that the world does indeed move; that knowledge is advancing with rapidity and certainty. London: 1878*